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Presidentõs Communiqueé 

 
The goal of the initiatives introduced over the past few years has been to create a sustainable 

21 st  century AAUW organization.  Results of the sweeping changes to our national organization 

and its bylaws were culminated by vote at the 2009 Biennial National Convention.  With the 96 

delegates that represented California, we were certainly a presence that made a difference!  

Some of these changes will be seen at our grassroots level while others will benefit the organiza-

tion as a whole.  For example, we no longer have regions, or regional directors as of July 1 st , 

2009.  A proposed  òAAUW Leadership Corps ó is currently under consideration as a leadership 

model.  The new òOne member, One voteó bylaw will now provide each individual member a per-

sonal choice in the future of our organization.  Tax restructuring and organizational structural 

changes were also accomplished to better serve an updated current business model.  This yearõs 

California AAUW mission statement òMission in Motion; Riding the Waves of Change ó supports and 

recognizes important and necessary organizational changes to meet current and future needs.  

 

As we begin our 2009/2010 - year, some of our goals will include working toward changes to also 

update and bring our branch more current.   These include, but are not limited to, completing 

branch bylaw, policy/procedures and standards revision to align with our current AAUW State 

guidelines, website expansion and updating, fundraising changes, new and innovative program   

directives and developing inter - branch relations.   We are very fortunate to have a team of    

talented members that can apply their educational backgrounds, skills and experiences to       

accomplish these goals. Thank you for supporting the mission statement of change!  We look   

forward to sharing details of this and more on September 21 st .  

                                   Jan Kaiserman & Gaye Peltzman, Co- Presidents  
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MEMBERSHIP WELCOME  

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the following 

women who are new or returning members of our 

branch: 

 Susan Archdeacon, Jean Fishwick, Mary LeBlanc, 

Judy Leonard, Kathi Pettersen, Andi Portney, Carol 

Rowe, Joyce Rowe,     Lucia Salto, Sandra Sawyer, Jayne 

Smith, and Eileen Thurman. 

We look forward to getting to know all of you and work-

ing with you.  We are delighted that you have joined our 

branch.      Current members, we welcome you, too, and 

look forward to another great year of working together. 

Wendy Robinson and Elin McCall, Co-membership  

           ATTENTION,                   

  NIGHT READERS           
We will be meeting at Sharon 

Lowellõs home on Sept. 8 instead 

of at Joan Florenceõs.          

Donõt FALL Behind!!    SPRING Ahead into our Budding Opportunity!!! 

 

One year ago, AAUW  Board took the GERM of an idea  and SOWED  the SEED of FLOWER POWER 

The Bulb Fundraiser is SPROUTING  and GROWING day-by day.                                                

DONõT be a DEADHEAD!! 

Pick up  your FLOWER POWER order form at AAUW Fall Welcome -Back Meeting, Mon., Sept. 21. 

   OR                                                                                                                             

Call JUDY ZARETZKA       481 -7313                                                                                                 

The ABSOLUTELY FINAL DEADLINE is the Five Citiesõ AAUW Branch meeting on                   

Monday,  OCTOBER 19TH.       
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EF/LAF 

 TIME AWAITSð       

 At least, a clock awaits!  A beautiful moving and singing clock has been donated to our branch as a       

raffle prize as part of our fund raising to keep our branch programs going. 

Seaside Galleries, 580 Cypress, Pismo Beach, owned by Tom and Sherrie Burgher, donated this      

amazing clock.  The raffle tickets are $5 each or 6 for $20.  We need to sell 50 groups of 20 to meet our 

goal.  Sell them to friends and neighbors; a great gift idea.  The raffle will be November 21 at the gallery. 

EF, AAUW Educational Foundation supports women scholars around the globe, local teachers and activist and 

funds research. 

LAF, Legal Advocacy Fund, works to combat sex discrimination through community and campus outreach     

programs, and more. 

Mo Briggs 

Elaine Olson, co EF/LAF chairs 

Public Policy    

Following are synopses of the latest AAUW emails on 

public policy.  First, our organization applauds the        

confirmation of Judge Sonia Sotomayor as an associate 

justice to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Second, we deplore the 

forged letters using AAUW's name to support legislation 

on which we take no position.  Third, we are all urged to 

contact senators to cosponsor and support the Paycheck 

Fairness Act, as unemployment  for women who maintain 

families has currently risen to 12.6 percent.   AAUW    

opposes privatizing all or part of the current Social        

Security program, as that would eliminate many needed 

guaranteed benefits for women and put benefits to children 

in jeopardy.   Finally, AAUW believes that health care is a 

basic right.  Health reform legislation must include the 

following three tenets:  an end to the practice of "gender 

rating", the process by which insurance companies charge 

men and women different premiums for individually     

purchased health care plans; coverage of reproductive 

health services; and access to and coverage of preventive 

services and care.  We are asked to urge our Congressmen 

to make these three critical pieces a part of the final health 

care reform bill.   

 Debbie Audet Public Policy    
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 September AAUW Newsletter Program  
 

Welcome to the 2009 -10 Programs.  The first meeting of this year is planned for September 21.  

The program includes: Dinner, Introduction of New Members, State and National Updates by 

Guest Judy Pfiel, Program Overview, Section Introductions and Branch Announcements/Business.  

This is the best way to get your feet wet in the waves of the new year.  

 

At the September 21 meeting the 2009 -10 programs will be officially introduced.  However this 

newsletter item provides a sneak preview of the upcoming plans.  Working with the theme, Riding 

the Waves of Change  and the AAUW Mission Statement of òadvancing equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education and research,ó program topics include:  Wave Action and Other     

Energy Alternatives presentation; EF Fellow discussing an analysis of minstrel, variety, and drag 

shows sanctioned by the military and performed by and for soldiers during World War II; Panel 

discussion on Navigating These Current Economic Waves; Teck Trek and Scholarship Awards;  

Herstory, recreation of historical figures by AAUW members.  Other tradition activities will   

include Bunco fund raising and social gatherings.  

 

In addition our Branch is connecting with the community by inviting other local branches to join us 

for selected program presentations.  A December Holiday Luncheon with the SLO Branch is 

planned and two community outreach projects are suggested: collection of toiletries for the 

Womenõs Shelter and donations of school supplies for children at the Prado Day center. 

 

We look forward to staying afloat with the smooth sailing of your interest and participation 

throughout the year.  Thank you.  

 

Co-Program Vice Presidents  

Patti Melsheimer/Jean Burns Slater        
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2009-2010 AAUW Welcome Dinner Meeting  

Monday: September 21, 2009    

6:15 pm 

Arroyo Grande Womenôs Center 

211 Vernon Avenue, just off West Branch 
 

Dinner Cost: $25.00 

Dinner menu:  

Appetizers, Salad, Dessert, Beverage and choice of entree 

Prime Rib   

or 

Grilled Mediterranean chicken with basil, sun dried tomatoes and goat cheese 

 

Reservation requested by September 15th.  Please mail your entrée selection and payment to  

Treasurer Lee Whipple 

519 Diana Place 

Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 

 

_______Prime Rib 

 

_______Grilled Mediterranean Chicken 

 

______________________________  Number of Guests    _______ 

Name 

 

Amount enclosed _______  x $25  = ________ 
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 LUNCH BUNCH 

This group is for long-time members, new members, prospective members, and guestsð 

THURSDAY, September 3rd, 11:30  a.m.                                                                                                              

Ellieôs Gourmet Caf®, 1401 W. Grand Ave., GROVER BEACH 

Hereôs what Central Coast Magazine has to say about Ellieôs Place: 

 Youôll love the friendly service and homemade feel of this inviting little caf®.  With its sunny            

 front windows and newly completed garden patio, we often feel inspired to order the Veggie            

 Sandwich with avocado, cucumber, tomato, red onion, baby spinach, and red pepper pesto.                  

 But for a heartier meal, try the Ellieôs Turkey sandwich with house roasted turkey, cranberry,             

 Havarti cheese, and spring greens.  And the specials board often has an absolute favorite: the          

 Seared Ahi with bright cucumber wasabi slaw. 

Please RSVP by telephone by Wed., Sept. 2nd at noon to Kathi Pettersen, so that I can notify the restaurant of the 

number of places to set for us.  Or call me to set up a carpool. 

See you there! 

Kathi Pettersen, (474-9149) 

Night Readers Book Club :  The September 8 meeting will feature a discussion of Chris 

Bohjalianôs novel ñThe Double Bind.ò  This quickly paced story revolves around a young woman 

who works in a homeless shelter and discovers a portfolio of old photographs taken by a       

recently deceased resident.  She becomes obsessed with questions surrounding what appears 

to be a picture of herself taken on the day she had once been assaulted on a country road.  As 

a backdrop for the story, the author creatively uses the setting and characters of ñThe Great 

Gatsbyò to tell his story.  The meeting will be held at the home of Sharon Lowell at                

7:30 P.M.  Please note: This location is a change from the original schedule .  Looking 

ahead, the October book selection is ñPeople of the Bookò by Geraldine Brooks .         

 Sandra Ku, chairperson 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Joan Florence, joanflrnc@yahoo.com. CO-PRESIDENTS: Jan Kaiserman,      

jankaiserman@charter.net and Gaye Peltzman, gayepeltz@gns2000.com;  MEMBERSHIP CO-VICE            

PRESIDENTS: Wendy Robinson, cwendywalk@aol.com and Elin McCall, elinmccall@hotmail.com                                      

AAUW-CA website http://www.aauw-ca.org; AAUW national website http://www.aauw.org. 

 

The American Association of University Women promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education, 

and positive societal change.  In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. 

 

The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to advance education, research, and self-development for 

women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 

 

The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for 

sex discrimination. 

 

There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, or disability. 
                                                    

 

AAUW 5 Cities Pismo Beach 

P.O. Box 1604 

Pismo Beach, CA 93448-1604 

Growing With the Promise  

 

http://www.aauw-ca.org/
http://www.aauw.org/
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September 2009 Calendar:  

                                                                    

3         Lunch Bunch                                      

8  Night Readers                                  

21       Fall Welcome Back Meeting                             

26       Cooking Together                              

28  Great Decisions   

COOKING TOGETHER DINNERS 

2009 - 2010  

Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.   

 

September 26, 2009   Priscilla & Jim Alquist

                                             473 -0642  

October 17, 2009    Sandra & Jim Sawyer  

November, 2009           Mary & Dennis LeBlanc  

December, 2009   Kathy & Harvey Cohon

                                             594 -1249 

January, 2010             Wendy & Russ Robinson

                                             781-0903  

February, 2010     Judy Gabriel & Scott

                                             489 -4064  

March, 2010         Lisa & Jim Walker

                                 473 -0075  

April, 2010  

May, 2010 

June, 2010        Ann Sawyer   489 -8209  

 

¶ Please call or e-mail the hosts your RSVP 

at least one week before each dinner so that 

they can plan accordingly.  

¶ Please bring a bottle of your favorite 

beverage (alcoholic or not) to share with the 

group. Cost per person is $10 paid to the 

hosts.  

¶ Hosts will print copies of all recipes for 

the dishes we prepare for everyone to take 

home. 

If you have any questions, please call your 

Committee Chair, Lisa Walker.  

Phone 473-0075 or e -mail 

LWalker@vtc -sm.org 

Bring your apron and be ready to roll up 

your sleeves and cook! Happy Cooking! 

GREAT DECISIONS  

The Great Decisions group will meet at 7 p.m. on 

Sept. 28 at the home of Mary Jo Aspinall, 330 

Leward, Pismo Beach.   The topic for discussion 

will be òHuman Rights in a New Era: Wars for 

Peace?ó (page 89 in our study guide).  If you are 

interested in attending or have questions, call 

Mary Jo at 556 -0193. 

Mary Jo Aspinall, Chairperson  

 


