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Presidentds Communiqueé

We are reminded of why we are members of AAUW when we consider the head-
lines in recent months. The hundreds of Iranian women protesting for change, the
sentenced Burmese female opposition leader, the female Sudan journalist

convicted of public indecency for wearing pants, the effects of the economy on all
women, and much more.

But, we are also reminded when we read about the women who are quietly and
progressively evolving in government and in  boardrooms as they take charge in greater numbers.

We just witnessed the approval of another female Supreme Court Justice. American women in
government are now in six cabinet -level spots and run two financial regulatory agencies. A host of
both national and international women head large companies. Ten women hold the title of

chancellor, president or prime minister in nations like Iceland, Chile, Bangladesh, Argentina,

Germany, Philippines, Ukraine, Finland, Ireland, and Liberia.

These reminders illustrate not only how badly changes are still needed, but also show what steady
improvement, however slow, can be brought about over time. We have seen that throughout our
organi zationds history, our predecessors have
growth and change. At times, they did so, in spite of the obstacles they perceived or encoun-
tered. While we now assimilate over time some of the newly implemented state and national
guidelines and requirements at our branch level, we do so in the same spirit as those before us.
For some of what we implement, like our Bylaws, also serves to update our already solid and
flourishing branch. OQur active, hard wor ki ng &
statement of change by considering and implementing some new operational cost, time, and
accuracy saving measures. Design plans for our new website have been presented. Any
incremental changes we make, however small, are but steps towards our future and what changes
l'ie ahead. Thereds no denying it; things chang
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CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2009

1 Lunch Bunch

3 Cooking Together

5 Board Meeting

13 Night Readers

15 Finnessing Femmes Bridge Group
17 Pot Luck

19 General Meeting

Night Readers Book Club

The meeting for October 13 will be held at

7:30 pm. at Pat Muhl et hal
a discussion of Geraldine Brooksd | at es't

oPeople of the Book . dr'he basics: One of the
earliest Jewish volumes to be illuminated with
images, the Sarajevo Haggadah, survived
centuries of purges and wars thanks to people
of all faiths who risked their lives to safe-

guard it. Geraldine Brooks, the Pulitzer Prize

er 0s

novel

wi nning aut hor of oMarch, 6 ha
25 Theater/Concert Group intriguing but sparely detailed history of this
26 Great Decisions precious volume into an emationally rich,
thrilling fictionalization that retraces its
turbulent journey. It is a complex love story,
- thrilling mystery, vivid history lesson, and
Hospice celebration of the enduring power of
Par‘tners ideas. Looking ahead, the selected book for
~ Hope Chest November is Charles Dickens?d
The Ultimate Thrift Store Citiesds long.-Start early
Sandra Ku, chairperson
POT LUCK
The Pot Luck Group met at the home of Sherrie
Siegel & Joe Keller for an End of Summer Barbe-
gue. Events included watching the sunset at their
new patio & fire pit, eating, shmoozing and
boozing. The Pot Luck Group this year will focus on
relaxing and enjoying each other's company. Food
will, of course, be delicious, but the emphasis will be VILLAGE FRAMING
on enjoyment rather than cooking. r. & GALLERY
Scheduled dinners for 2009 are: Jim Radwick
October 17 fi Gaye & Ed Peltzman 121 W, Branch
November 29 fi La Palapa Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
(805) 489-3587
Dinners for 2010 will be published later. Our group Custom Picture Framing + Exhibiting Artists of the Central Coast |
has space for an additional three peopl e. I tds first

come, first served. So, if you are interested, call
nowfi Sherrie Seigel 202 -8573.



September 8, 2009

Dear AAUW Members,

As I d&dm sure youb6re all well aware, the stThisemmdsas made |
during a time when our families are struggling more than ever because of the overall economy. The

public school community needs your help. Why? Because budget cuts and this economy have caused

a shift in the way we run our school.  We had to staff with fewer teachers and classified support

staff, creating much larger class sizes. We have fewer parents who have the time or can afford

the cost to get fingerprinted and volunteer. Our fall fund raising sales are not as strong as they

have been in yearsd past, and therefore we wondt be ab
What we really need are volunteers!  And we need people who love to work with kids, can work with

a teacher on a regular basis, and who dondt mind or ha\
printed ($58 cost). Here are some ways we could use your support at Grover Heights:

6th grade 6o Mi ght we find a tutor for Fatima?06 (Sheds a 6th
grade newcomer to our school who speaks no English.)

Gthgrade -0l woul d | ove s olt8Tnes/Wédrtochelp 8 : 3 0

withmath -t aki ng smal | groups and assisting 6crowd"
control 8.6

1st601 woul d | i ke volunteers to |listen to students read
them. 0

Kindergarten 601 really coul d us-d40:1ormeone from 9:00

11:45-12:30. Having 29 Kindergarteners is a real challengel!ld

We appreciate your time, considering our plea for help, and of course, please call me if you have any
guestions.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Bowen
Principal, Grover Heights Elementary School

Sheryl Hansen

' ™ ooy THE
S 93 LS VILLAGE ,
O.Uzi‘l/d/ of QO/KG/" SALON
Audio Books, New & Used,oa CDor NP3 g Men and Women's
% _,% Hairstyling

(BOS) +89-3300 q’rq,)-p.‘e Toni Pelletier
‘o & ) 115 East Branch

902 E. Grand Ave, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 .' Arrcyo Grande, CA 93420
489-5100




COOKING TOGETHER nL

The next meeting for this group will be on October 3 at the home of Pricilla & Ji
Alquist, 4730642. —

* Please call or-enail the hosts your RSVP at least one week before eact. ~ '
dinner so that they can plan accordingly.

* Please bring a bottle of your favorite beverage (alcoholic or not) to share with the grou
Cost per person is $10 paid to the hosts.

* |f you have any questions, please call your Committee Chair, Lisa Walker.
Phone 473075 or email LWalker@vtcoesm.org.

Seaside Gallery

)5 - 3-80
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across from the Pismo Pier
Fine Art in the of Pismo Beach

Riding the Waves of Change

with the Education Foundation
October 19, 2009

On October 19 we have the privilege of hosting  Riley Caldwell - O 6 K e a4 oar guest speaker. Riley
is a recipient of an AAUW Education Foundation Fellowship . She has just completed her PhD in
Theater Studies at U.C. Santa Barbara. Her work explores World War Il soldier shows, a signifi-

cant component of the military morale programs, which were an institutionalized attempt to define

a specifically raced, classed, gendered, and se
lyze the minstrel, variety and drag shows sanctioned by the military and performed by and for sol-

diers. This should be a very interesting and thought provoking presentation. We are very fortu-

nate to be able to have an EF Fellow speak to our Branch and learn how our EF dollars are at work.
Consequently we have invited our neighboring AAUW branches to join us for the evening. We will

p.

* Hosts will print copies of all recipes for the dishes we prepare for everyone to take hofe.

xuali ze:

be meeting at the Arroyo Grande Community Center/ Women:

seeing each of you there. Bring a friend. Meeting and hearing an EF Fellow is a great way for pro-
spective members to see how AAUW is oOadvancing
education and researcho.

See YOU October 19 1
Patti Melsheimer and Jean Slater

Program Co Chairs

equity
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LUNCH BUNCH 2

This group is for long &time members, new ._ . .
members, prospective members, and guests fi The Quilt Attic

For all your quilting and 2 =
THURSDAY, October 1st, 11:30 a.m. o e The Quilt Attic
e g 106 Bridge Street
al taay Mon-Sat. 10-5, Sun. 124  Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
601 Price Street Phone: 805-474-0717
Pismo Beach Gerry McGuire -owner Fax: 803-474-0717

www.QuiltSpot.com

Enjoy the casual elegance of a taste of
Thailand and a walk on the Pismo Beach pier

afterwards if you wish! See FINNESSING FEMMES BRIDGE

www.thaitalay.com for the exciting menu.
OCT. 15, 2009 at the home of
SUE DIGGLES. She will contact

Please RSVP by telephone by Wed., Sept. 30
at noon to Kathi Pettersen so that | can

notify the restaurant of the # of places to members.
set for us. Or call me to set up a carpool. NOV. 19. 2009 at the home of
See you there! MARIANNE FAIRFIELD. She will

Kathi Pettersen (474 -9149) contact members

We always welcome new members.
Contact me at 595 -9314.

Elvera Hornung, Chair

PUBLIC POLICY

We are asked to contact Governor Schwarzenegger ASAP regarding the following bills
supported by AAUW which are awaiting his signature prior to October 11th.

Phone 916-445-2841 or Fax 916-558-3160 AB8 Brownely requires a working group to
include alternative structures for funding public schools. AB56 Portantino requires
insurance carriers to provide coverage for mammographies.  AB98 DeLaTorre requires
coverage for maternity services.  AB119 Jones prohibits health insurers from price
differentials due to sex. ~ AB 503 Furetani extends a shelter -based services grant program
to battered wo nABTIBdones beal§ witke dissrimination or  employment
practices regarding complaints filed within statutory deadlines. AB 1317 Block requires
notification as to the  potential health risks associated with human egg donation. AB 54
Leno and SB 197 Pavleyboth deal with recognition of same sex marriages contracted
outside the state. =SB 541 Pavley requires regulations regarding ballot cards. Please email
or call me for further details on any of the above bills.

Debbie Audet Public Policy



Don't FALL Behind!! SPRING Ahead into our Budding Opportunity!!

Last year our branch earned approximately $350 for AAUW projects from sales of these bulbs.
Thank you for your encouraging initial response.

Now, let's pass on the good news of these beautiful blossoms and bring even higher profits for

2009 AAUW projects.

Remember, these are perfect as holiday gifts that DON'T NEED DUSTING! but, they DO need
watering -- such a small price for beauty!!

Think: "EACH ONE -- SELL ONE" (or two, or five!)

Judy Zaretzka 481-7313  Absolute, FINAL deadline is AAUW branch meeting on MONDAY,
OCTOBER 19

THEATER/CONCERT GROUP

First event of the club year will be:

OF MICE AND MEN: A Steinbeck Classic
A Stage Play

CalPoly Performing Arts Center (PAC)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, afternoon

We will carpool from A.G. Women's Club lot or pick you up (eg., Elvera?) on the way.

You may purchase your own ticket from CalPoly (756 -2787) or give me a call to sit together.
We can also stop for a coffee or tea afterward to share our responses if you wish.

Just let me know by the time of the AAUW branch meeting on OCTOBER 19, so | can call it in
and arrange carpooling, etc.

Judy Zaretzka 781-7313

Mark your calendar early: Monday, November 30, 8 pm, CalPoly Spanos Theater
FREE lecture by DALE CHIHULY, world -famous glass artist



