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Calendar:  

9  Book Club 7 :30                    

Sandra Ku  

25  Baubles for Books   

     6 p.m. SLO Farmers Mkt.  

27  Planning Mtg. 9:30 a.m.  

 Jan Kaiserman  

July 2  Lunch Bunch, Judy 

  Zaretzka  

June  

Presidentõs Communiqueé 

 
Wow, itõs the end of the year and one would think 

thereõs not much to write about.  That is, unless 

youõre a Five- Cites AAUW member.  We have a mar-

velous out - going board to thank for another success-

ful year and we have a terrific team of new board 

members to be thankful for. This, along with the 

events in San Diego and at our May meeting gives us 

a lot of info to convey.  
The events and information shared at the California 

Convention in April illustrated the commitment to this 

yearõs òMission In Motionó statement, òRiding The 
Waves of Change. ó   The discussion òCatching The 

Next Generation:  Leveraging The Power and Influ-

ence of Inter - generations of Womenó presented by 

Dr. Karen Ramorino, Berkeley Learning Institute /

UC/Lawrence Berkley Lab explored critical questions 

of how we can help solve national and global issues in 

our communities and local organizations.  Subject 

matter addressed the mobilization and harnessing the 

unique capabilities of a cross - segment of Seniors, 

Baby Boomers, Generation X, and the Millennials to 

further AAUWõs mission in the context of the critical 

issues of our times.  

The Men of AAUW -  CA , some who hold various 

board positions in their branches, were also fea-

tured; a resolution was passed that included a rec-

ommendation  to California voting delegates to con-

sider postponing any vote on Open Membership  until  

(continued on pg. 3)  

 

 

 

NOTE FROM            

NEWSLETTER STAFF  

In order to publish the 

newsletter around the first 

of each month, the deadline 

for us to receive articles 

will be the 25th of the 

month.   EDITING WILL BE 

THE   RESPONSIBILITY OF 

THE WRITER.  

Joan Florence                  

Ann Sawyer                   

http://www.fivecitiesaauw.org/
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 Book Readers:  The next meeting of the Book 

Club will be held June 9 at 7:30 pm at the home of 
Linda Keetch.  The book for discussion will be ñThe 
Soloist,ò written by Steve Lopez.                     The 
book tells the true story of the Los Angeles Times 
columnist who meets a homeless musician on the 
streets and develops a friendship with him.  Look-
ing ahead, the book choice for July will be ñLife Be-
fore Lifeò by    Dr. Jim Tucker.  --  Sandra Ku, 
Chairperson 

SUPPER CLUB 

Our last Supper Club gathering for the 2008 

ï 09 season occurred at Linda Lidbergôs Ni-

pomo home. In deference to those with aller-

gies, the tasty meal focused around Lindaôs 

Beef Strips with Orange and Ginger. The 

strips were served over Chinese Rice Noo-

dles which had no gluten. The creative ac-

companying dishes included a Korean Salad 

of spinach, water chestnuts and bean sprouts 

with a spicy sweet-sour dressing, also julien-

ned carrots with pea pods. Desserts provided 

three options ï fresh fruit medley, flan or 

BOTH. So, with the appetizers of mush-

rooms with garlic and a bowl of assorted ol-

ives with roasted almonds to start off the eve-

ning, we had a complete feast. 

Supper Club will take a vacation now and 

resume in September, when Sherri Seigal 

will head up the group. Look for announce-

ments in the fall about the upcoming sched-

ule of dinners. 

Bette Kulp 

Dear AAUW/CA members:  

The following resolution was presented by the Oak-

dale-Riverbank-Escalon Branch and passed by the 

AAUW CA members at the Annual Meeting business 

session on 4/25/09,                                           

RESOLUTION:  

§ Whereas, after discussion the Oakdale -Riverbank

-Escalon Branch found itself opposed to the Open 

Membership Proposal and seeks to forestall the 

implementation of this change until after the one 

member-one vote is enacted at the Association 

level; and  

§ Whereas, open membership would not reflect the 

achievement of members of AAUW; and  

§ Whereas, open membership is not a time sensi-

tive proposal; and  

§ Whereas, every voting delegate should inform 

themselves of the varied opinions related to the 

proposal of Open Membership before casting 

their vote, and  

§ Whereas, open membership is a proposal that 

should be voted on by every member, rather than 

just the voting delegates present at the 2009 

Association convention; now therefore be it  

§ Resolved that AAUW California recommend to   

all voting delegates to the 2009 Association Con-

vention to consider postponing any vote on open 

membership until one member -one vote provisions 

are enacted so that all members can vote on this 

weighty issue.  

AAUW CA Presidents,  Judy Pfell and Gloria Taylor  

 STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL FUN AND PROFIT 

 

So many of you joined in the sweet, sticky fun at 

the Strawberry Festival on May 23 and 24, and we 

thank you very much for your hard work.  Pats on 

the back and sincere thanks go to the following 

people:  Carol McBirnie, Margaret Quandt, Deb-

bie Audet, Ann Sawyer, Lisa and Ashlyn Walker, 

Patti Melsheimer, Maurina Kusell, Judy Gabriel, 

Sherri Siegel, Elvera Hornung, Pat Kastama, 

Marilyn Corey, Dawn and Doug Hinchman, Gaye 

and Ed Peltzman, Sandy Pitt, Elin McCall, Andi 

Portney, Lee Whipple,  and Eileen Thurman.  Spe-

cial thanks to Carol and Bob McBirnie and Marga-

ret and Ernie Quandt for setting up on Saturday 

when I couldn't be there and to Linda Lidberg, 

who encouraged lots of workers to have fun with 

us.  The AG Village Improvement Association 

will be sending us a check very soon which will 

help us continue to fund our great projects next 

year. 

 

Wendy Robinson 

 



 3 

(Presidentõs Communique cont. from pg. 1) 

one member - one vote provisions are enacted 

so that CURRENT PAID members can vote  on 

the issue; the Younger Member Initiative 
was introduced and Public Policy Action Pri-

orities and positions on 2009 CA legislation 

were presented.  These are just a few in-

triguing examples of the exciting events that 

took place, many of which serve to endorse 

this yearõs mission statement of change.  

Some of these ideas were shared at our 

òEverythingõs Coming Up Rosesó dinner meet-

ing in May.  We had our own program 

changes that were done to encourage a new 

open format for members.  With the open 

discussions and member participation it was a 

lively interaction.   As we enjoyed the din-

ner, we reveled in the many membership 

awards presented, learned of the duties of 

our board members as they were installed 

and exchanged thoughts and opinions on what 

some of the convention results means to our 

branch in general.  There were farewells, 

welcomes, gifts and door prizes.  

  Next year may prove to be of historical 

significance for the AAUW organization. We, 

as members, also have much to consider such  
as changes in developing our branch; itõs a 

relationship to the communal area, and  ways 

to grow branch operations.  Both Gaye and I 

are honored to be part of the team selected 

to guide us through next year.  We are 

grateful for the support of our very talented 

board members our appointed officers and 

our dedicated membership.  Enjoy the sum-
mer!                            
                     Jan Kaiserman 

 Dear Friends,  

 

It was an overwhelming honor to receive a 

Named Gift Award at our recent branch 

meeting.   

 

It is only because of your eager help that 

any and all fund raising  has been accom-

plished, so the award truly belongs to 

each of you. I feel honored to accept the 

recognition as a representative of your 

efforts, energy, and enthusiasm  

 

Thank you for your kind affirmation and 

for your precious friendship.  

 

Most sincerely,  

Judy Zaretzka  

 

 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 

 

"Ya gotta" stay sustained through the 

summer, too, so... 

 

Lunch Bunch WILL meet on the 1st 

Thursday of each month, as follows:  

 

July 2nd ---  Big Sky Cafe , 1121 Broad St, 

SLO, 545 -5401 

Aug 6th ---  Adelainaõs Bistro, Trilogy Golf 

Course, 1640 Trilogy Pkwy,  

                 Nipomo, 343 -7530  

 

Please RSVP (also to carpool) to Judy Za-

retzka 481 -7313 
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2009/2010  Planning Meeting  
                When:     Saturday, June 27 th , 9:30 A.M.  

                Where:   Jan Kaisermanõs 
                                                                       709 Avocet Way, Arroyo Grande, Ca . 

 
 

All board members, appointed officers, section or area reps are invited.  

This will also be a brunch meeting.  Those attending will be asked to bring a  

dish choosing from the following:  

 
         Salad:  Green or Fruit/Fruit tray  

         Eggs/Casserole/Quiche                  

         Tray of Sausage or Bacon  

         Dessert   

                 
For info and sign up please contact Gaye Peltzman  

       by June 24 th    

       474 - 8977 or gayepeltz@gns2000.com  

mailto:gayepeltz@gns2000.com
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Youõre needed!  For details, contact Jan or Gaye.    

           2009 - 2010 Five Cities Branch Positions  

Officers:  

President: Jan Kaiserman; Gaye Peltzman  

Treasurer:    Lee Whipple  

Program:  Jean Slater/Patti Melsheimer  

President elect:  Susan Gray/ Lee Whipple  

Membership:  Wendy Robinson/Elin McCall  

Secretary:  Susan Archdeacon  

EF/LF :Mo Briggs/Elaine Olsen  

STANDING COMMITTEES                    SPECIAL COMMITTEE  
Advertising:  Gaye Peltzman (Temporarily)         Web Support :  Judy Gabriel  

Auditor:  Bette Kulp  

By-Law Committee:  Lee Whipple  

Friendship:  Shirley Morris  

Historian:  ?  

Hospitality:  Madeline Koontz / Susie Wedell  

Media/Publicity:  Sharon Lowell: ( Needs Apprentice)  

Membership Brochure:    Linda Lidberg  

Membership Directory:   Linda Lidberg  

Newsletter:  Joan Florence /Ann Sawyer  

Parliamentarian:   Pat Muhlethaler  

Public Policy:  ? 

Public Relations Rep:  ?  New ..up for vote next board meeting  

Scholarship:     Marilyn Corey/ Debbie Audet  

SECTIONS       
Bridge:  Elvera Hornung                    Great Decesions:  Mary Jo Aspinal  
Book Club/Night:  Sandra Ku            Lunch Bunch:  Kathi Pettersen  
Cooking Together:  Lisa Walker        Supper Club:  Sherri Segal  
Concert/Theatre:  Judy Zaretzka  

AREA REPRESENTATIVES             

Interbranch Rep:  ?        Diversity/Community* : Patti Melsheimer/Jean Slater  

Women In History:   Susan Gray       RIF:  Wendy Robinson/ Margaret Quandt  

Tech Trek:  Katherine Anderson,Beth Hutton, Sue Singer, Liz Wineman  

FUNDRAISERS                                              

Election Polls   ?                           Book Sale:   Pat Muhlethaler  + ?                                                                

Bunco  ?                                        Strawberry Festival : Wendy Robinson +?                            



 6 

14th Annual Book Sale Report 

 

Another record broken! This yearôs sales cleared over $3600 dollars despite a gray day, 

poor visibility due to a slightly different location and a bit of a ñrockyò start. With a couple of 

exceptions our profit has grown every year since we started in 1996 and netted $765.92. 

Every year our Branch members come together in support of the sale. This year 39 members 

( 50% of the membership) plus some of their spouses worked to make the sale a 

success. To everyone who worked in any capacity a big THANK YOU! This year the 

committee worked without a chairperson but members who have worked on the sale for 

several years ñstepped up to the plateò and carried on. Special óKudosò to: 

Debbie Audet who secured permission to use the K-Mart lot, had the book marks 

printed and with her husband, sectioned off our sale area on Friday night. 

Marina Kusell and Marilyn Corey worked the sale the entire day. 

Sharon Lowell once again took care of all e-mails re: sortings etc. and media publicity 

which resulted in 15 calls from the public for book donations in addition to the community 

turnout. 

Judy Gabriel printed the flyers....again. 

Judy Zaretzka suggested and arranged for the rental of the tables. 

Linda Lidberg graciously allowed us to sort and store books in her garage...again. 

Dee Carlson who started out as co-chair and then had to have hip surgery, came back 

as soon as she was physically able to help sort and work the sale. 

Thanks also to those members who could not physically help at the sale but promoted the 

book sale by word of mouth, distributing the flyers and book marks as well as making book 

donations. Thanks to all of the following people who did all of the above and more: 

Rose Ann Steiner Dee Carlson Pat Kastama                   Debbie Audet Maurina Kusell Gaye Peltzman 

Pat Muhlethaler Sandra Sawyer Linda Lidberg                 Lee Whipple Sharon Lowell Sandy Pitt 

Joan Florence Marilyn Corey Claire Gordon                     Liz Wineman Wendy Robison Joyce Flluaitt 

Elvera Hornung Lynn Titus Susan Archdeacon                 Anna Zucker Judy Bell Kathy Petterson 

Elaine Olson Jean Slater Priscilla Alquist                          Beth Hutton Kathy Wetter Patti Melsheimer 

Elin McCall Sandra Ku Linda Keech                                  Joan Knowlton Jan Treat Judy Zaretzka 

   Judy Gabriel Mary Jo Aspinal Susie Wedell                       

 Thanks also to the following spouses: Jim Steiner, Don Audet, Ed Peltzman, Jim Sawyer, 

William Peel, David Fluaitt, Jim Alquist, Russ Robinson,Ted Petterson, John Archdeacon, 

and Mark Wetter (Kathyôs son) for helping transport and set up at the sale. Non-members: 

Pat Strang, Liz Parker, & Audrey Gillespie helped sort books. 

Will there be a 15th book sale?? The officers and all interested members will be making 

that decision at the planning meeting June 27th. Come and/or let your officers know your 

opinion re: continuing the physically strenuous project. If officers choose to continue, PLEASE sign up to work on 

the committee at the September meeting. 

Pat Muhlethaler, Committee member 
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Reading is Fundamental's Fun Year                                            

We, the RIF committee, would like to thank everyone in AAUW who has donated their time and/or money to 

fundraisers this year, which enable us all to carry out the valuable work we do in our community.  Without all the 

hard work and fundraising activities, RIF would not be able to continue. 

We have had a successful and enjoyable time visiting 13 classrooms of third and fourth grade students at Oceano, 

Fairgrove, and Grover Beach Schools three times (November, February, and May).  We have given over 1,000 

books to approximately 350 students and have received an array of letters, pictures, and poems from stu-

dents.  The teachers we visit have told us we are the bright spot in the recent trying days because we come with 

open arms (and boxes of free books) and make them and their students very happy.  We delight in encouraging 

students to enjoy reading as much as we do by selecting books they will often read over and over again and share 

with family members. We are told by teachers that the books we give are often the first ones the students have 

ever owned.  Before the children select their books, we share a short program with them.  Following are some of 

the charming poems written after our haiku poetry lesson this spring by students in Mrs. Dreizler's and Mrs. 

ZamEk's fourth grade classes at Oceano School: 

 

     Brother  by Isreal                         Dogs by Andrea 

     Nice, smart friend of mine.               Jumps on grass and runs 

     Playing soccer on the field.               Brown and so furry and sweet 

     Always there for me.                    Loves drinking water 

 

     Ocean by Victoria                         The Ocean by Angel 

     Blue salty water                              The ocean is blue 

     Waves rolling to the shoreline          The ocean is big and deep 

     Full of fish and life                         The beach is sandy 

 

     Grass by Jessica                         Mountains by Adrian 

     It is sometimes green                    All covered with snow 

     It grows outside                              Reaching high up in the sky 

     And sometimes it has flowers          Has rugged edges 

 

My sincere thanks to Adele Beher, Lauren Manning, Elin McCall, Joan Knowlton, 

and my lovely co-chair, Margaret Quandt, for all their help with RIF distributions this year.  I have a list of sev-

eral new members who have expressed interest in helping with RIF next school year, so thank you so much for 

volunteering; I know you'll enjoy giving books to smiling children as much as we do. 

The RIF ladies will be at the SLO Farmers Market from 6-9 p.m. on June 25 selling baubles.  Come see us 

on Higuera Street in front of the Mission Mall.  Weôll have lots of sparkly bargains for you! 

Wendy Robinson 

RIF Co-chair 
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 Membership Update 
 

Thank you very much if you have already sent in your dues for 2009-2010.  For those precious few who have not yet 

renewed, following is some information you need to know about upcoming changes. 

Reorganization of the AAUW National Association has been underway for some time (see copies of your 
Perspective).  One of the proposed by-law changes involves changing the voting structure of the organi-
zation.  When, or if, the proposed amendment to change the voting structure of the AAUW organization 
passes in July at the St. Louis convention, matters impacting AAUW will be decided on a one-person-one
-vote basis.  Currently, only delegates attending conventions have a vote.  This one-person-one-vote 
change will mean that every member of the AAUW organization will have a say in decisions.  As you may 
be aware, there is also a by-law change pending that would change the requirements for membership in 
AAUW to any person/organization that can support the AAUW Mission Statement, regardless of educa-
tional background.  Because this is a controversial issue, AAUW California has made a motion to delay 
the convention vote on this change of membership requirements until the one-person-one-vote issue has 
been ratified.  That way every member will have a voice in this landmark decision.  If the one-person-one-
vote motion passes, every branch member that has paid their current dues by July 1 will have a 
vote.  That is why it is critical that all dues for 2009 -2010 are received before June 26th.   Member-
ship needs to process dues and get them into the AAUW membership online system before July 1. 
 
Please complete your membership renewal form printed in your June newsletter and send it with your $82 
check made out to AAUW 5-Cities-Pismo Beach and send it to P.O. Box 1604, Pismo Beach, CA 93448, 
or to Wendy Robinson, Membership Co-Chair, 2442 Cima Court, SLO, CA 93401.  If none of your infor-
mation in the current directory has changed, you may simply mail your check with no form. 
 
If you have questions, please call or email me: 781-0903, cwendywalk@aol.com 
 
Many thanks, 
Wendy Robinson 

      

 

THEATER & CONCERT LOVERS... 

 

And you thought I had finished selling tickets. 

Well....  

 

I plan to institute a Theater & Concert interest 

group within our AAUW branch for individual per-

formances (no season commitment expected).  

 

When publicity starts coming out for the 2009 -

2010 program year, perhaps we can brainstorm 

selected dates to attend as a carpooling group.  

 

Details to come later as information is unveiled...  

 

Anyone interested, give me a call.   

 

Judy Zaretzka     481-7313                   

 

In the Service of our C -o-u-n-t -y... 

 

Many, many thanks to these members who 

put forth much time, energy, focus, perse-

verance, and patience on Election Day:  

 

Susan Archdeacon, Elvera Hornung, Pat 

Kastama, Madelyn Koontz, Maurina Kusell, 

Linda Lidberg, Imelda Lowe, Elin McCall, 

Patti Melsheimer, Elaine Olson, Jean Slater, 

Sherrie Siegel, Jayne Smith, Rose Ann 

Steiner, and Lee Whipple.  

 

Every election and every precinct brings its 

new challenges, and AAUW met the chal-

lenge! We completed our accounting paper-

work in record time.  

In my book, AAUW women are WINNERS !!  

 

Thank you to all precinct workers and to my 

Co-chairs, Patti Melsheimer and Pat 

Kastama, for doing a great job.  

 

Judy Zaretzka, Co -chair Adopt -a-Poll 
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PROGRAM PARTICULARS 

   ééBy Jan & Gaye 

The food was good, the weather was perfect, the music was divine and the crowd was 

lively!  That pretty much describes out May Installation dinner.  The only thing missing 

was our guest speaker.  But, thanks to many of our members, we made up for it with a lot 

of participation.  

 

We want to thank Renee David for her beautiful musical performance on the harp.  We 

are so lucky to have her talent to enjoy at functions like these.  We also want to thank all 

of the members who contributed their time for set -up and clean up, who brought cider 

and needed accessories.  

 

Our out -going Presidents, Debbie Audet and Ann Sawyer                                              

presented their board members with lovely hand -carved cheese boards that Debbieõs 

husband, Don, made for them.  It was a thoughtful gift award and we want to thank Don.  

Other award winners, were both earned and random door prize recipients.   This years 

branch EF Award  winners were Margaret  Bennett, Patti Melsheimer and  Renee David.   
Our branch named Grant Recipients this year were Judy Zaretzka &  Patti Melsheimer .  
Congratulations to all!   

 

This year, remember to get your DUES in early by 6/26.      Please read the òConvention 
Newsó 4/25 resolution in this issue of the newsletter.  Our goal is to ensure member 

votes will count if our CA delegates act on the resolution and if the one member -one vote 

becomes ratified this year.       

                                                         

                               Jan Kaiserman, Out - going Programs    

 


